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President's Corner

You don’t want to climb Everest until you have conquered the Catskills.

Let’s face it, if you are serious about bringing your invention to market, you are going to do
tradeshows. Now most will run you anywhere from $300.00 to $3000.00 and up for just the
booth space. Add in your plane fare, hotel room, taxis, shipping, on and on. This is going to
cost you a bundle. Do you think it’s a good idea to just jump into the middle of that Ocean
without learning how to swim?

Several of our members who are moving ahead, started to learn the craft of working
tradeshows right at our EXPO and you can too. Don’t get me wrong by comparing our
show with the Catskills. There are some serious mountains there and this is going to be one
Serious Show.

If you have an invention to show, product to sell or a service you would like to promote
then YOU should Exhibit at “Resources 2011” Our Own Annual Invention EXPO held this
year at the prestigious Palm Beach County Convention Center from 10:00 am to 8:00 pm
on 2/12/11. All the information is on our website www.inventorssociety.net .

If you are not quite ready to show your invention then Please, Please, Pretty Please with a
Cherry on top...Volunteer. If we get enough hands we can trade off jobs or set it up in
shifts. We really need people to man the registration, Play Cheater Police and work the
main table (greeting people, handing out information, answering gquestions about the

group).

It is a great experience for when you ARE ready to show. | can’t paint this as a glamour
job but after a short while you will be surprised how comfortable you will be dealing with
strangers. Then next year when it is your turn to exhibit, you’ll do so with that added
confidence and you would be really helping me out.

Now | am not going to tell you about all the great speakers we have lined up because if |
did get you thinking about volunteering | don’t want to change your mind. You’ll have to
go to the website to see those.

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for 3/5/11 because that is when Licensing Expert
Stephen Key is coming to us all the way from California. Just to let you know, if you
preorder his new book “One Simple Idea” you can gain access to his list of over 1300
companies looking for Ideas. Go to his website www.inventright.com for more details.

I personally want to thank our EXPO Staff (in alphabetical order) Carolyn Keane, Mary
Purcaro, Eva Thomas and Cathy VerSchneider for really pitching in and pulling this all
together for me. Without them, You wouldn’t have this opportunity to start your climb to
Everest.

See You At The SHOW!!!

Leo Mazur
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News from Cathy’'s Desk

For the Inventors Society of South Florida to make the February 12th EXPO a success, we
need the assistance of local inventors. This is an opportunity for you to experience an expo
close to home. You will learn what makes a great product display, how to interact with the
public and who can help you with your questions. We need people to help with registration,
manning tables when exhibitors need a break and other duties. The Inventors Society of
South Florida is a non-profit organization that depends on the participation of inventors to
be successful. There is no better way to support free enterprise than by promoting
independent inventors in a public forum such as the "Resources 2011" EXPO. Contact Leo
Mazur at 561-676-5677 or MazurElectric@earthlink.net to volunteer your assistance for
this one-day event. <*

Adorable Little Car

Leo Mazur; email MazurElectric@earthlink.net

Goto
http://videos.designworldonline.com/video/dd3fb87eb4c6499881336b8a8afe3bf2 to
see a demonstration of GM’s new 2 wheel concept vehicle the EN-V. All of its
functions, such as breaking and turning, are accomplished by adjusting the speed of the
2 motors driving the wheels. There are no mechanical breaks or steering mechanisms.

It appears to have a programmable control system that can drive itself and sense when
something is in or going to be in its path so it stops. On top of that it is as cute as a
button! «

P&G's Been Good to Me

Leo Mazur; email MazurElectric@earthlink.net

About 5 or 6 years ago, at a USPTO Independent Inventors Conference, | heard a
representative from P&G talk about their Open Innovation Program and it blew me
away!

Why all the safeguards are in place. How you have to approach them. Why you need a
patent. It all just made sense. | have been preaching about it ever since.

They have refined their system over time and Cathy brought their new program to my
attention while working on the EXPO. www.pgconnectdevelop.com

There are a number of outside submission sites including:
o Black and Decker https://bdk.sponsorwise.com/Login.aspx
o 3M http://solutions.3m.com/wps/portal/3M/en_US/Submit/Yourldea/ .

However, BEFORE you submit anything you should follow the advice of the speaker |
heard that changed my whole outlook on this business.

Don’t waste your time with Incremental Improvements. They have more than enough of
them in house. Be very careful with New Uses. Yes you can patent a new use but how
can you police it. You might recall the father in my “Big Fat Greek Wedding” used
Windex for everything including cuts.

Now let’s say you got a patent on that new use, why would Windex license it from you.
They would then have to go through all the expense to get a FDA approval. They would
open themselves up to all sorts of liability and they would have to pay YOU! Why not

Continued on page 3.
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Continued from page 2.

have some third party suggest the use in let’s say a movie or in the many helpful hints
sections found in most publications. Then it is up the user to decide if they want to try
that New Use.

Don’t submit Ideas. As he said, ‘If we like your idea, we WILL take it. Maybe even
give you $50.00 worth of coupons for it’. They tell you everywhere to protect yourself
with a patent. They usually don’t even consider anything unless you have an Issued
Patent.

The Disclosure agreement usually states that Nothing is held in confidence and your
only protection from them infringing on your invention is a US Granted Patent.

Develop the invention completely. Get it as far as you can. Don’t say here is the basic
concept and they can finish the job because THEY WILL and they don’t need YOU or
your permission to do so.

The better the presentation you make with a full business plan including marketing
information with verifiable projections, the better your chance of success. Don’t think
that they will just fall in love with it when they see it.

The opportunity is out there but you have to follow their rules. <

Rhonda Abrams Offers Planning Advice

The January 2011 SCORE ExpertAnswers newsletter offers the planning insight of
Rhonda Abrams. The SCORE newsletter is free; just sign up for it at
www.score.org/internet_enewsletters_subscribe.html. Rhonda advises conducting
an annual review. “This doesn't need to be overly extensive - look for changes in your
target market, areas that may need to be reprioritized, and ways to improve the
efficiency of your operations. Every 3-5 years is when you do a more comprehensive
review, and look for ways to really move the needle. Finally, review your plan after a
major shift in your industry or other critical event.” She has more great advice, so sign
up for the SCORE newsletter today. «¢

USPTO Introduces Online Tools

The United States Patent and Trademark Office recently introduced two online
discussion tools designed to solicit input from the intellectual property community on
how the USPTO can update and improve the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure
(MPEP) and Trademark Manual of Examining Procedure (TMEP). Learn how the new
tools help facilitate discussion and feedback when you read, “USPTO Introduces
Online Tools to Solicit Public Feedback on Patent and Trademark Examining
Procedure” at www.ipfrontline.com/depts/article.aspx?id=24797&deptid=2. %

Blink Away

Leo Mazur; email MazurElectric@earthlink.net

You have got to see this video of a French Engineer’s invention that does away with
the glasses needed to view 3D TV by blinking. He hooks up 2 tiny electrodes on his
temples that make his eyes blink alternately and very rapidly. After viewing it here
www.impomag.com/scripts/ShowPR.asp?RID=16323&CommonCount=0 imagine
a room full of people watching a movie together. <

Membership

The Inventors Society of South
Florida (ISSF) membership
application form is available
online at www.inventorssociety
.net/appform.pdf. Annual
individual membership dues are
$60. Non-voting family
members or significant others
living in the same home can be
added for $15 per person.

Members are entitled to all that
is offered by the ISSF: events,
meetings, contests, prizes,
awards, nominations, and
networking. Members also
benefit from a monthly
newsletter full of important
information, tips, publications,
Internet sites and expositions.

Membership is the primary
source of funds to the ISSF,
without which, it is difficult if
not impossible to hold meetings,
send newsletters, hold special
events, and maintain an Internet
presence. <

Newsletter Submissions

If you have something you'd like
to see in the newsletter, please
discuss with or send it to
cever@earthlink.net. If it is
something that has to be copied,
please send the original or a high
quality copy. If you need the
original document returned,
please note this in the
submission package.

The newsletter is black print
only. Try to keep submissions
simple and basic. %

Contact the USPTO

Customer Service Center: 1-800-
786-9199 (toll-free); 571-272-
1000 (local); 571-272-9950
(TTY). OR visit online:
www.uspto.gov/patents/contact
_patents.jsp.

General trademark information:
TrademarkAssistanceCenter @
uspto.gov OR telephone: 1-800-
786-9199

Contact the U.S. Copyright
Office

Call (202) 707-3000 or visit
www.copyright.gov/help «




ISSF Meetings

The ISSF usually meets on the first
Saturday of the month at 1:00 pm.
This year we begin with the second
Saturday as follows:

Jan 8 — Second Saturday

Feb 12 - Second Saturday (Expo at
PB Co Convention Center)

Mar 5 - First Saturday
Meeting Location

Ligi Tool & Engineering, Inc.
3220 SW 15" St.

Deerfield Beach, Florida 33442
877-523-6693
www.ligotool.com

How to Get There

From the Florida Turnpike: Exit at
Sample Rd, Exit 69; turn right on
Sample Rd (East); left on
Powerline Rd; and right on SW
15" St (past the first stoplight on
Powerline Rd, look for two cement
towers and the ModComp sign).

From 1-95 Southbound: Exit at SW
10" st, Exit 40; turn right SW 10"
St (West); left on Powerline Rd;
left on SW 15" St (look for two
cement towers and the ModComp
sign).

From 1-95 Northbound: Exit at
Sample Rd; turn left on Sample Rd
(West); right on Powerline Rd; and
right on SW 15" St (past the first
stoplight on Powerline Rd, look for
two cement towers and the
ModComp sign).

From I-75: Exit at the Sawgrass
Expressway (Route 869); go to the
end of the expressway and continue
east on SW 10" St: turn right on
Powerline Rd and left on SW 15"
St (look for two cement towers and
the ModComp sign).

Contact:
Eva Thomas 561-395-7615

etboca@hotmail.com
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Look No Further

Leo Mazur; email MazurElectric@earthlink.net

While working on your prototypes don’t confine your self to your local hardware
store for parts. You can find all sorts of things you never even dreamed existed at
industrial suppliers such as www.reidsupply.com, www.travers.com,
www.mcmaster.com, www.grizzly.com, www.Grainger.com,
www.mscdirect.com, and www.misumi.com. That should get you started. <+

Fiscal Year 2011 SBIR Solicitation Opens

The U.S. Department of Education (ED) National Institute on Disability and
Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR) is now accepting proposals in response to their
Fiscal Year 2011 SBIR Solicitation. The application deadline is February 11, 2011.
The application package is available in either MSWord or PDF file formats at
www?2.ed.gov/programs/nidrr/applicant.html#s1.

The Department of Education expects to make approximately 15 Phase | grant
awards ranging up to $75,000 for projects that address the needs of individuals with
disabilities and their families. Activities may include: conducting manufacturing
related R&D that encompasses improvements in existing methods or processes, or
wholly new processes, machines, or systems; exploring the uses of technology to
ensure equal access to education, employment, community environments, and
information for individuals with disabilities; and improving the quality and utility of
disability and rehabilitation research.

The FY 2011 solicitation also includes five invitational priorities. Under 34 CFR
75.105( ¢)(1) applications that meet one of these invitational priorities are not given a
competitive or absolute preference over other applications.

These priorities are:

¢ Increased independence of individuals with disabilities in the workplace,
recreational settings, or educational settings through the development of
technology to support access and promote integration of individuals with
disabilities

e Enhanced sensory or motor function of individuals with disabilities through
the development of technology to support improved functional capacity.

o Enhanced workforce participation through the development of technology to
support access to employment, promote sustained employment, and promote
employment advancement for individuals with disabilities.

e Enhanced community participation and living for individuals with disabilities
through the development of accessible information technology including Web
access technology, software, and other systems and devices that promote
access to information in educational, employment, and community settings,
and voting technology that improves access for individuals with disabilities.

o Improved interventions and increased use of health-care resources through the
development of technology to support independent access to health-care
services in the community for individuals with disabilities.

For more information regarding the ED SBIR program, visit
www?2.ed.gov/programs/sbir/index.html. «
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The Human Element: The Business of Innovation

Visit www.hulu.com/watch/50995/the-business-of-innovation-the-human-element for
a 46-minute video, “The Human Element: The Business of Innovation.” While this video
is focused on larger businesses, management perspective and employee commitment are
common to companies of all sizes. The key is to break down the barriers to innovation.
Examples are: stepping out side the box and seeing from the customer’s view. <+

National Institutes of Health Adds Three RFAS

The National Institutes of Health (NIH) recently added three Request for Applications
(RFA), that may be of interest to SBIR participants on the 'Special Announcements for
Small Business Research Opportunities' page on their SBIR web site
(http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.ntm). This page lists NIH SBIR/STTR-
Relevant Program Announcements (PA), RFAs, and Notices (NOT) that are taken from
the NIH Guide Electronic Repository of Special Announcements for Small Business
Research Opportunities (http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/index.html). <

SBIR/STTR Alerting Service

The SBIR/STTR Alerting Service is a free service that provides bi-weekly notification of
SBIR and STTR solicitation announcements, news and information, and Internet
resources relevant to the SBIR/STTR programs. This service is provided by the
Economic Development Office of Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL).

Back issues of the SBIR Alert are available at www.pnl.gov/edo/opportunities/shir.stm.
Subscription instructions appear at the end of this newsletter.

Also, check out www.zyn.com/sbir; the tabs on the left are very helpful. <

Read these Entrepreneur Articles First!

Visit www.entrepreneur.com/startingabusiness/inventing and scroll down the page to
find a list of great articles that is continued on two more pages! Titles include:

e Should Your Idea Pass Go? - Proper evaluation could save you both time and
money.

o Don't File for That Patent Yet - Instead of a utility patent, a provisional patent or
a trademark could be a better first step.

o A Surefire Way to Get a Licensing Agreement - Prove that your product is a
low-risk investment.

e Why Stay Onshore? - While many U.S. companies were off-shoring, one
Taiwanese immigrant saw an opportunity for made-in-America products.

o Get Rich Off Your Million-Dollar Idea - It's not geniuses who come up with
inventions. It's normal people who see a better way to do things.

o Time to Fold? Here's a Primer - Learn how to use bankruptcy as a tool if it's
time for your inventions-based business to close shop.

e New Regulations Impact Toy Makers - Congress is cracking down after the
China toy recall. Here's what you need to know about the regulatory standards.

¢ Is Your Business Idea Protected? - Don't let intellectual property theft and
business sabotage steal your great idea +*

Pick Your 3D Printer

Representatives from the 4
largest 3D printer manufacturers
will be discussing picking “The
Right 3D Printer For the Job” on
2/1/11 from 2:00pm to 3:00pm.
Sign up for the webinar at
https://www?2.gotomeeting.com
/register/197714043. <

Kid Stuff

Don Debelak has done it again
with his article “Selling Baby
and Children’s Products” at
http://onestopinventionshop.ne
t/blog/2011/01/selling-baby-
and-childrens-products/. It is
an in-depth study and there is an
offer at the end for a list of
product representatives in that
field. «

It May Pay to Be a
Latecomer to the Market

Sarah Neeldeman cites research
on the auto industry and later
talks about the computer
industry. Bottom line: you will
benefit by observing the
competitive landscape prior to
launching. Use a search engine
to find her article, “In Race to
Market, It Pays to be
Latecomer™. s

Patenting Innovations

Gene Quinn, the Founder of
IPWatchdog.com, offers insight
in “How Patented Innovation
Creates Jobs and Economic
Growth”. Basically, job creation
follows strong patens that
protect innovation from those
who would produce it without
having the upfront cost of
research and development. <

Patent Approvals Slow

This article tells you why:
www.cleveland.com/business/i
ndex.ssf/2011/01/us_patent_ap
provals_move_slow.html. <

SBIR Insider Newsletter

This issue tells you how
budgeting is affecting
government programs:
www.zyn.com/sbir/insider/sb-
insider1-16-11.htm#two. <




Licensable Product

There are three major things that
need to intersect to make a
licensable product. Learn about
them in Gene Quinn’s article,
“Licensable Products: The Patent,
Marketability and Feasibility Test”.
Use a search engine to find the
article by author and title. Be sure
to visit IPWatchdog.com for more
legal insight. «

Workshop in Portland, OR

Portland State University and the
University of Portland will host a
one-day workshop Saturday,
February 12 on the basics of
technology entrepreneurship.
Register at
https://secure.nciia.org/WebObje
cts/NciiaApplyForGrants.woa/wa
/EVlinstantRegistration?i=10002
57. %

USPTO Numbers in 2010

In 2010, the United States patent
office issued some 219,614 utility
patents. Of those, 5,896 were
issued to IBM the global leader in
patents and the first company ever
to receive more than 5,000 patents
in a single year. Second place was
Samsung 4,551and third Microsoft
3,094.

Half of all US patents went to
American companies,
demonstrating the level of
international use of the United
States’ patent office. Next was
Japan with 21.3%, followed by
South Korea 5.4%, Germany 5.2%
and Taiwan 3.8%. <

USPTO’s POA Form
Requires No Signature

Gene Quinn, the Founder of
IPWatchdog.com, explains why
this oversight must be rectified in
his article, “Change Needed to
USPTO Power of Attorney Form”.
Use a search engine to find the
article by author and title. <

The Easiest Way to Create a
Podcast

An article by John Jantsch:
www.openforum.com/idea-
hub/topics/technology/article/the-
easiest-way-to-create-a-podcast-
john-jantsch. <
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Florida Small Business

Visit www.floridatrend.com/small_biz.asp for an amazing amount of information
about issues, people and ideas that define Florida business. Be sure to check out the
Business Toolbox:

The Entrepreneurial Spirit - where you learn the basics of starting and
running a small business.

Choosing a Legal Structure - determine what kind of taxes you’ll pay, who’s
liable financially and legally and what forms to file.

Roadmap to Success - preparing a business plan that guides growth through
the years.

Financing Your Business - can be important to the success of a new or
expanding business.

Patents, Copyrights & Trademarks- legal protection for your products, names,
symbols and artistic works.

Forms, Permits & Licenses - guidance for federal, state and local regulatory
requirements.

The website also offers:

Quick links - small business links arranged by topic.

Small Business School video — a short video tip each day about best business
practices from the weekly television show, Small Business School. Small
Business School is also a website, http://smallbusinessschool.org, where the
key ideas of many of the episodes of the show come alive within an executive
summary, transcript, case study guide and streaming video. Get a 7-day free
guest membership to search their library of insights and ideas by subject,
industry and/or questions at http://smallbusinessschool.org/page1268.html.

Products & Services — that can help you with your business

Government Resources — SCORE, SBA, Enterprise Florida, Tread
Associations, Florida Electonic Library and more

dbaFlorida — Official guide from the Florida Division of Corporations. <+

SBIR/STTR Proposal Preparation Workshop

Did you know that more than $2 billion in federal grants and contracts are awarded
each year through the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small
Business Technology Transfer (STTR) programs?

Attend TRDA's interactive workshop in Cape Canaveral on Feb 18 from 8am-5pm
and learn how to increase your success rate with SBIR/STTR grants.

United Space Alliance, LLC,
NASA Shuttle Logistics Depot, Building 1
8550 Astronaut Blvd., Conference Room 462
Cape Canaveral, FL 32920

Cost: $49 (include a box lunch)
Register and Pay online at www.trda.org.

For more information, contact Bonnie O'Reaan or call 321.872.1050 x107. <
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Florida Electronic Library

The Florida Electronic Library (www.flelibrary.org) is a gateway to select Internet
resources that offers access to comprehensive, accurate, and reliable information.
Available resources include electronic magazines, newspapers, almanacs,
encyclopedias, and books, providing information on topics such as current events,
education, business, technology, and health issues.

For example, a search on business brings up a list of available databases. If you
select demographics, you are prompted for your library card bar code number. (You
must have a Florida library card.) Next, scroll down a list and select Demographics
Now. This opens Demographics Now Library Edition which offers Geographic
Business Intelligence for:

Business & Marketing Plans — fast and easy formatted reports available in
seconds!

Determining where you should locate your business.

Understanding your customers better — How much do they earn? How
much do they spend?

Analyzing new markets...should you expand to other areas?

Targeting direct mail and advertising programs — to the customers most
likely to buy your product/service.

Identifying where your competitors are located.
Great for territory sales planning!

Lifestyle customer segmentation categorization used by the professionals.

Other available resources in the business database list include:

Business Index ASAP (Gale) - "Late-breaking news and event coverage on
companies, industries, products and executives."

Computer Database (Gale) - Provides the most well read and influential
periodicals on the computer, telecommunications, and electronics industries.
In one seamless search, researchers who need to keep ace with the fast
changing world of high technology can scan the latest high-tech topics
through industry status reports, company profiles and more.

General Business File ASAP - Analyze company performance and activity,
industry events and trends as well as the latest in management, economics
and politics. Access to a combination of broker research reports, trade
publications, newspapers, journals and company directory listings with full
text and images available.

General Reference Center (Gold) - Integrates a vast array of key business and
general interest titles, from national news magazines and encyclopedias, to
core business journals, containing full-text and image resources and featuring
more than 3,934 titles whether working from the library or remote sites."”

Small Business Resource Center - This comprehensive database covers all
major areas of starting, operating and maintaining a business from financing,
management, marketing, accounting, taxes and more. «¢

Small Biz Podcasts

Learn about cutting edge tools and
web-services that can turn any
small business into an automated
business at
http://automatemysmallbusiness.
com/podcast-subscribe. «

How to Communicate with
Your Customers

Eric Groves explains how at:
www.openforum.com/idea-
hub/topics/managing/article/how
-to-communicate-with-your-
customers-eric-groves. <

Getting a Loan

Visit www.openforum.com/idea-
hub/topics/money/article/a-
bankers-advice-on-getting-a-
loan-anne-field-1 to read, “A
Banker’s Advice on Getting a
Loan”. <

Inventors Alliance Speaker

In February, the Bay Area
Inventors Alliance features Will
Smith, an inventor and prototype
expert. Learn more at
InventorsAlliance.org. <

What it Takes to Get a New
Product to the Market

In the article, “Eureka! Now
What?” Julie Bennett compares
products at a restaurant show and
launches into the inventor’s
process to get there. She offers
great advice with lots of detail.
Find the article at
www.entrepreneur.com/article/p
rintthis/217332.html. <

Inventor’s Guide

Learn how to take your idea to
market from Entrepreneur's
resident inventions expert Tamara
Monosoff. Read the article, "The
Complete Inventor's Guide" at
www.entrepreneur.com/article/2
172114, <

From Concept to Market

How one entrepreneur navigated
the inventing minefield and
brought his idea for bass-thumping
travel speakers to life.
www.entrepreneur.com/article/2
17218#. <




Financial Management for
Small Business

Every business decision
affects your cash flow - the
amount of money that comes
in and goes out of your
business. This e-Guide will
help with your decision-
making to make your business
financially successful.

Four keys to success:

e Maximize your income and
the speed with which you
get paid.

¢ Minimize your expenses.
o Be prepared.

¢ Know your funding
options.
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ISSF Speakers

The February 12" EXPO, “Resources 2011 will feature several speakers including:

e Louis J. Foreman, inventor and founder/Chief Executive of Enventys®
(www.enventys.com), an integrated product design and engineering firm

e Warren Tuttle, product developer and market launcher for major
manufacturers

o AmondaRose Igoe, a public speaking expert, trainer and coach

The March 5th speaker will be Stephen Key, co-founder of www.InventRight.com,
is THE expert when it comes to licensing a product. Any size, any industry, he is the
MANL,

Coming to us, all the way from California, to share his knowledge on the one thing
that just about every inventor considers the Holy Grail of their efforts. Nothing could
be better then a good licensing deal and he is the man to show you how it is done. He
has licensed over 20 products in the last 30 years. Holding over 12 patents, having had
his products in Wal-Mart, Disney Stores and Seven 11, he doesn’t just talk the talk.

For more details and directions please visit www.inventorssociety.net or contact Leo
Mazur at 561-676-5677 (mazurelectric@earthlink.net). «

Newsletter Disclaimer

The Inventors Society of South Florida, Inc. (ISSF), a 501(c)(3) organization,
provides a wealth of information to our members and the general public regarding all
aspects of the invention experience through its newsletters, website, speakers, etc.,
however, the ISSF does not endorse, suggest or recommend that any of this
information may or should be relied upon without the user’s own independent
investigation and evaluation. Further, the ISSF disclaims any responsibility for any
financial investment and/or legal, accounting, or other professional advice which may
be rendered by individual officers, directors, sponsors, members, speakers and/or
guests, at or as a result of contacts made at any ISSF activity, and/or through our
newsletters, websites, or any other source not specifically stated. <
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